
 

 

Poor People's Art: A (Short) Visual History of Poverty in the United States 

 
Artist Foci & Themes Art Works Instructional Strategies 

Jill Freedman 
Day 1 
 

Danger, tragedy, heroism, 
and camaraderie of being a 
firefighter 
Documentary photography 

Firehouse series (1977) Artist biography 
PPT-guided lecture 
Visual Thinking  
Strategies 
Cooperative Learning 
Class discussion 
Art project 

Jill Freedman 
Day 2 

The Poor People’s 
Campaign of 1968 
US Civil Rights Movement 
Photography 
Public art 

Resurrection City (1968) 
  
 

Visual Thinking Strategies 
Cooperative Learning 
Critical Visual Analysis 
Video viewing 
Class discussion 
Infographics 
Art project 

Narsiso 
Martínez 
Day 1 

Agricultural workers 
Labor 
Migration 
Poverty 

Legal Tender (2022) 
 

Artist biography 
PPT-guided lecture 
Critical Visual Analysis 
Class discussion 
Infographics 
Art project 

Narsiso 
Martínez 
Day 2 

Agricultural workers 
Labor 
Migration 
Poverty 
Found objects 

Magic Harvest (2019) 
Philosophy in the Fields 
(2020) 
Self-Portrait in La Cherry 
(2020) 
Good Farms (2020) 
The Harvester (2020) 
In the Fresh (2020) 
With Care (2020) 
The Weed Sprayer (2020) 
Green Organic (2020) 
Fresh Cut (2020) 
No Stranger (2019) 

PPT-guided lecture 
Critical Visual Analysis 
Reading  
Writing 
Class discussion 
Art project 

Bonus lesson: 
Miguel Luciano 

Pedro Pietri 
The Young Lords 
Hiram Maristany 
 

Pimp my Piragua (2021) 
The People’s Pulpit (2022) 

Artist biography 
PPT-guided lecture 
Historical photographs 
Critical Visual Analysis 
Class discussion 
Poetry 
Non-Fiction reading 

 


